CHAPTER XV.
THE JACANAS.

THE Ja^anas (family Pan-idea) form one of the most re-
markable families of wading birds, and are found all round
the world in warm climates ; they do not migrate as a rule,
and for their peculiar mode of life need water well over-
grown  with   aquatic  vegetation,    their   extraordinarily
long toes enabling them to run easily over the leaves with-
out  sinking.    In this  respect they somewhat resemble
the Hails, with which they were formerly classed ; but the
Jacanas are still better adapted for this kind of life than
the Rails, as all their toes are long and provided with al-
most straight claws of extravagant length, especially the
hinder, while in the Rails the claws are of more ordinary
size and    form, and the hind-toe and claw rather short.
Moreover, the Jacanas have a plump body and are not
slab-sided like the Hails ; while their bills resemble that of
a Pigeon   or Plover, and it  is to the Plovers that their
anatomy shows them to be allied.    They build their nests
on the water-weeds ; their downy young are variegated, not
black like those of th e Rail family.   Their plumage is very
pretty, and cock and hen are alike.   We have only two
species in India, but these are amongst the very commonest
of our water-birds, and a great many are brought into the
Calcutta Provision Bazaar every winter.   In spite of their
long spidery-looking legs and toes, they are good table-
birds, and quite worth putting on the list of game-birds,
and protecting as such.    They are not shy birds, and often
live near human dwellings.